Honors English 9: Introduction to Argumentation (Modeled Responses)


Mr. Spear’s Paragraph 1 Model: As an English teacher, I am not always best at reflecting.  For example, my ninth grade students last year pointed out in our class’ final plus-delta that they felt there was too much of a jump between one-paragraph literary analyses and the full-length Romeo and Juliet essay they wrote for their final exam.  Had I been more reflective, I would’ve perceived up front that adding an introduction paragraph, a thesis, and transitions between paragraphs was a lot to add in the final five weeks of the school year.  Since reflective individuals can anticipate issues before others bring those issues to their attention, and I failed to do that in this instance, I need to place more emphasis on being reflective.	Comment by SPEAR, JUSTIN: Your assertions are the generally the easiest sentences to write in this assignment and for any argument, for that matter.	Comment by SPEAR, JUSTIN: Along with “for instance,” this is the most straightforward transition a writer can use to signal a movement from an assertion to an example.	Comment by SPEAR, JUSTIN: This is going to be the hardest part of your argument because it must come from your critical thinking skills.  If you do not make a clear and irrefutable point here, the argument will suffer.	Comment by SPEAR, JUSTIN: Note that my reassertion here (and in paragraph 2 below) is NOT a cut-paste of my original.  Reassertions should share key words and phrases with the original assertion.  In this case, that key phrase is “more reflective.”  But a simple cut-paste always tells the reader that the writer became lazy at the final moment of cementing an argument.



Mr. Spear’s Paragraph 2 Model: One personal goal I have this year is to become more reflective.  Based on the feedback I received from last year’s students, I am going to likely assign a two-paragraph analysis on Romeo and Juliet during which I teach transitional topic sentences earlier on than during the preparation for the final exam.  I also will slowly introduce some of the new writing skills I want my students to master earlier in the semester.  If I follow those on these changes, it would mean that I listened to the honest feedback in order to improve my current students’ experience in my classroom.  And because listening and changing one’s behavior is a good indication of whether someone is truly reflective, I’m confident that I will reach my goal of being more reflective this year.    	Comment by SPEAR, JUSTIN: Example #1	Comment by SPEAR, JUSTIN: Example #2 (2 examples required for this paragraph)	Comment by SPEAR, JUSTIN: Again, the tough part of writing an argument.  As a writer, I must sell this as completely logical to my reader.  If I’m sloppy or unclear here, my argument fails.  Even for me as an English teacher, this is not easy for me!	Comment by SPEAR, JUSTIN: Once again, a slight restatement must be made in place of the original assertion.



